








STATE OF CALIFORNIA — DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, GOVERNOR 
 
 

DIVISION OF JUVENILE JUSTICE 
PRESTON YOUTH CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
 

201 Waterman Road 
Ione, CA 95640 
 

 

July 6, 2010 

 

 

Mr. Michael E. Phalen, Foreperson 

Amador County Grand Jury 

P.O. Box 249 

Jackson, CA  95642 

 

 

Dear Mr. Phalen: 

 

This is in response to the Grand Jury’s 2009-2010 report on Preston Youth Correctional Facility 

(PYCF). 

 

Pursuant to Penal Code Section 933.05, our responses to the findings and recommendations are as 

follows: 

 

Preston Youth Correctional Facility 

 

Finding #1 

 

The two BTP units at PYCF have made a positive contribution to the life-skills of the youth 

incarcerated there. (Facts #7, #8) 

 

Response by the Department Head: 

 

We agree with the finding of the Grand Jury. 

 

Preston Youth Correctional Facility 

 

Finding #2 

 

As per last year’s grand jury recommendations, no kitchen and power upgrades have been made. 

 

Response by the Department Head: 

 

We agree with the finding of the Grand Jury. 
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Preston Youth Correctional Facility 

 

Finding #3 

 

Adequate parking for staff and visitors has not been added. 

 

Response by the Department Head: 

 

We agree with the finding of the Grand Jury. 

 

Preston Youth Correctional Facility 

 

Finding #4 

 

Although inspections by Ione City Fire Department or a State Fire Marshall have not occurred 

within the last year, internal inspections are conducted.  The institutions within the County of 

Amador are having difficulty obtaining State Fire Marshall inspections. 

 

Response by the Department Head: 

 

We agree with the finding of the Grand Jury. 

 

Preston Youth Correctional Facility 

 

Finding #5 

 

Fire extinguishers are inspected monthly and serviced regularly. 

 

Response by the Department Head: 

 

We agree with the finding of the Grand Jury. 

 

Preston Youth Correctional Facility 

 

Finding #6 

 

The movement sensors (alarm) in the low risk dorms have been repaired and periodic inspections 

are performed.  The school is shut down when the sensors malfunction. 

 

Response by the Department Head: 

 

We agree with the finding of the Grand Jury. 
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Preston Youth Correctional Facility 

 

Recommendation #1 

 

Expand the Behavioral Treatment Program to other units within the facility. (Finding #1) 

 

Response by the Department Head: 

 

The headquarters of our division directs each institution as to the type and numbers of all of our 

living units. 

 

The Behavioral Treatment Programs (BTP’s) are a short term residual unit designed to assist the 

youth in modification of their behavior.  As soon as the youth has demonstrated the behavior 

changes he is returned to the sending unit. 

 

The numbers of youth assigned to the BTP’s is very low at this point so there is no need to 

expand the BTP’s.  If those numbers change and the need is there, we will ask our headquarters to 

permit additional BTP’s. 

 

 

 

 

Preston Youth Correctional Facility 
 

Recommendation #2 

 

Continue to expand the vocational programs. 

 

Response by the Department Head: 

 

We agree with the Grand Jury.  Both the Principal, Russ Harris, of our high school, and I agree to 

continue to expand our vocational classes.  This will depend upon resources and maintaining the 

correct numbers of academic teachers to keep us within our accreditation.   

 

Preston Youth Correctional Facility 
 

Recommendation #3 

 

Initiate kitchen and power upgrades pursuant to the recommendation of the 2008/2009 Grand 

Jury. 
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Response by the Department Head: 

 

The process for approval and implementation of repairs and upgrades is extensive.  The monies 

provided within our Departmental budget are used to address the most serious first. 

 

Our projects are on the list and will be funded when the resources become available.  This 

administration continues to remind our headquarters of our needs. 

 

Preston Youth Correctional Facility 
 

Recommendation #4 

 

Provide adequate parking for staff and guests at the facility. 

 
Response by the Department Head: 

 

We have provided minor improvements in our parking area.  We have also submitted requests for 

funds to improve the parking situation.   

 

The request for funds is an ongoing process and the priorities are set by the leadership of this 

Department.  It is a difficult task of staying within our budget limits and completing all of the 

project requests.  With almost forty institutions, it is a very difficult task, especially given our 

current budget limitations. 

 

If you have any further questions or concerns, feel free to contact my office at (209) 274-8102. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

TIMOTHY J. MAHONEY 

Superintendent (A) 

Preston Youth Correctional Facility 

 

cc: Bernard Warner, Chief Deputy Secretary 

 Sandra K. Youngen, Director, Juvenile Facilities 

 Steve Kruse, Deputy Director, Juvenile Facilities 

 Judge Susan Harlan, Superior Court 
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